
RESIDENTIAL POOLS 
A HOMEOWNERS GUIDE TO APPLYING FOR A PERMIT 

There isn’t anything quite like having your own private swimming pool to cool off and play in during the hot summer months.  

Of course we never want to imagine that a swimming pool can quickly turn into a scene of tragedy when basic safety precau-

tions are ignored or not maintained.  For this reason, permits are required for all swimming pools and this guide will help you 

through the process of applying for and closing out your permit.    The topics covered will include the following: 

1. What types of pools require permits? 

2. What is a pool barrier? 

3. What is electrical bonding? 

4. The application itself (Building, and Electrical) 

5. Preparing your zoning application and site diagram 

6. Other documents required 

7. Required inspections 

Whether you are planning on doing the work yourself or hiring a contractor, this information will assist you so that your applica-

tion process can go smoothly and ensure that all aspects of the project have been accounted for during your planning phase.  

 

WHAT TYPES OF POOLS REQUIRE PERMITS? 

The definition of a residential swimming pool is:  “A pool intended for use which is accessory to a residential setting and available 

only to the household and its guests for the purpose of bathing, swimming, and recreation.”  Only pools that are less than 18” 

deep and/ or less than 100 square feet in area and are considered “storable” are exempt from requiring permits.  In other words, 

anything bigger than a small child’s wading pool is going to need a permit. 

As we all know, swimming pools can be in-ground or above ground.  An in-ground pool is not a do-it-yourself project and should 

be installed by licensed professional contractors who will handle all of the permitting documents for you.  Therefore, this publica-

tion will focus on above ground pools which is more commonly installed by homeowners. 



WHAT IS A POOL BARRIER? 

No one wants to think about potential tragedy when putting in a swim-

ming pool yet accidental death from drowning is a very real inherent risk 

for any swimming pool, even simple above ground pools.  The most effec-

tive way to prevent unattended children from entering your pool is by 

installing a pool barrier.  

One way you can install a barrier is by having your pool area surrounded 

by a fence and gate that is compliant with Section 305 of the Internation-

al Swimming Pool and Spa Code which would be the same requirements 

for an in-ground pool.  If this is the method you take, then you may use 

the ladder that came with your pool.   

The other way this can be done is to install a compliant access ladder 

such as the ones pictured to the right.  A code compliant ladder has the 

following features: 

1. It must feature a gate that self-closes/ self-latches every time a per-

son enters or exits the pool.  The gate is not to be propped open nor 

can it be one in which the ladder is removed, folds away, retracts, or 

swings up when the pool is not in use. 

2. The gate latch must be located 54 inches from the ground. 

Regardless of whether you install a fence, a ladder, or even construct a 

deck, the pool barrier requirements are the same every time.  

 



WHAT IS ELECTRICAL BONDING? 

All permanently installed above ground pools need to have electrical 

bonding installed.  What this does is it creates a path of least resistance 

to ground should the water have a positive electrical charge.  In other 

words, you won’t get shocked as you are trying to get out of the pool! 

The diagram below shows the basics of installing an equipotential 

bonding loop around your pool.  This is for illustration purposes only! It 

is highly recommended that only qualified experienced individuals or 

a NJ licensed Electrical contractor install this aspect of your project. 

For “storable” pools (pools that are disassembled and put in storage in 

the off season), an equipotential bonding loop is not required.  An ex-

terior GFCI receptacle outlet is required in order to plug in the pool’s 

pump motor. The pump must be able to be plugged directly into the 

outlet without the use of extension cords. 



FILLING OUT YOUR BUILDING APPLICATION 

When filling out the Building Subcode Technical Section (UCC F110).  there are key sections that must be completed. 

1. If using a professional contractor, make sure that the contractor’s license number, registration number, and Federal Employ-

ment ID number are included in Section A. 

2. In Section B, the most important piece of information for this type of project is the Estimated Cost of Building Work.  The en-

tire cost of the building portion is placed under number 2: Rehabilitation.  Included in this amount is the estimated (and realis-

tic) cost of materials and labor including the cost of the pool itself.  Even if you plan on doing the work yourself and/ or re-

ceived your pool at  little or no cost, your estimated cost is what a professional contractor would charge you as if they were 

doing all the work and purchasing all new materials. 

3. Make sure you sign Section C. 

4. In the box in Section D, simply write a general overview or brief description of your project such as “Above ground pool (18 

foot diameter round)”. 

5. Don’t forget to include a copy of the product information from the pool manufacturer for the specific pool you are planning to 

install. 



FILLING OUT YOUR ELECTRICAL APPLICATION 

When filling out the Electrical Subcode Technical Section (UCC F120).  there are key sections that must be completed. 

1. If using a professional contractor, make sure that the contractor’s license number, registration number, Federal Employment 

ID number, and raised professional seal are included in Section A.  If not using a contractor, put “self” as the contractor 

2. In Section B, include just the Estimated Cost of Electrical Work.   

3. Make sure you or your contractor sign Section C. 

4. In the box in Section D, simply write a two to six word description of your project such as “Above ground pool”.  Count up all of 

the electrical elements on your plan and place those numbers on the quantity table. Make sure you place a number for pool 

and receptacle. 

5. Don’t forget to include at least two copies of your plan drawings with your application showing the locations of all electrical 

elements.  If your electrical contractor prepared the drawing, make sure their raised seal is on the drawing. 

Remember, working with electricity can be very dangerous to your-

self and to your family.  Only those who have received proper train-

ing should attempt to install electrical wiring or equipment. 



PREPARING YOUR ZONING APPLICATION AND SITE DIAGRAM 

According to Township Ordinance 190-46, all swimming pools are required to meet the same setback requirements as 

accessory structures such as garages and storage sheds, must be placed on a residential property that has a primary 

residential structure (must have a house on it), must be placed in the backyard, and must not occupy more than 75% of 

the rear yard.  This is demonstrated in your application by submitting a survey or site diagram. 

If you have a copy of your survey, the easiest thing to do is to photo-copy your survey and then draw on the copy the 

location of the proposed pool with measurement lines indicating the distance from the edge of the pool to the house, 

to other structures on the property, and to the property lot lines.  If you don’t have a copy of your survey, you can ei-

ther draw a scale site diagram yourself or you can use a satellite image of your property.  The bottom line is that your 

site diagram has to show compliance with the Township’s zoning ordinances. 

All of the zoning ordinances can be viewed via the Township website. 

Link to zoning application:  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON (revize.com)  

Link to site diagram instructions:  Zoning_Permit_Drawing_required_20_281_29.pdf (revize.com)  

Link to zoning ordinances:  Township of Pemberton, NJ Zoning (ecode360.com)  

https://cms8.revize.com/revize/pembertontwpnj/Document%20Center/Department/Community%20Development/Zoning%20Division/Zoning%20Permit%20Application%2012-20-16.pdf
https://cms8.revize.com/revize/pembertontwpnj/Document%20Center/Department/Community%20Development/Zoning%20Division/Zoning_Permit_Drawing_required_20_281_29.pdf
https://ecode360.com/11301266


OTHER DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: 

 The specific product information from the manufacturer of the pool you intend to install.  Either obtain these docu-

ments from the supply company where you purchased or are purchasing the pool or you can get these documents 

from the manufacturer’s website. 

 The specific product information for your code-compliant barrier.  Either a ladder such as one that was discussed 

on page 2 or product information for gates and fencing for your yard must be included. 

 Specific product information for any other products that will be included with your project such as pumps, filters, 

heaters, lighting, etc. 

INSPECTIONS: 

Once your permit is approved and permit fees paid, you may now proceed with installation.  During the con-

struction process, it is important to schedule inspections at certain milestones to assure that each element is 

being installed properly and to minimum code standards.  You are not permitted to proceed to the next step 

in construction unless you receive an “Approved” notice from the Inspector. 

The following inspections are required for above ground pools: 

1. Electrical rough (trench and bonding) 

2. Final 

ELECTRICAL ROUGH INSPECTION 

Any electrical wiring that is to be installed underground 

must be inspected prior to covering up the trenches.  

Also, all electrical boxes, panels, or any other new ele-

ments are to be inspected before they are energized with 

live electricity. 

FINAL INSPECTIONS 

Once the pool is installed and ready to be used, Final 

inspections must be scheduled for Building and Electri-

cal.  Pools are not to be used until final approval has 

been granted by the inspectors. 

HELPFUL HINTS REGARDING INSPECTIONS 

1. Schedule your inspection when you are ready.  This may seem obvious but it is not uncommon for an in-

spection to be scheduled too far ahead of time only to find that unforeseen circumstances delay the pro-

ject (such as bad weather).  Please request inspections at least 24 hours in advance and your inspection 

will take place within three (3) business days of your request. 

2. Have your “Field” approved drawings on site for the inspector.  You are not required to be present for 

inspections provided there is free access to the work area and the drawings are on site.  Sometimes it is 

helpful to keep the drawings in a sealed plastic bag or other container marked “PLANS” to protect them 

from the weather.   

3. Keep the work area safe during construction using plywood to cover trenches and/ or use caution tape. 


